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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kameda 2003/0119348 5,167,516. Regarding claims 1 and 9. Kameda discloses an 
electrical connector for mating with a complementary connecting device having a mating 
portion, comprising: a shell 30 having an internal cavity and a front opening for receiving 
the mating portion of the complementary connecting device inserted into the cavity, a 
housing 20 mounted in at least a rear portion of the shell and having a mating portion 
extending fonA^ardly into the cavity; and a shutter 1 1 slidably mounted in the internal 
cavity of the shell and formed with a passage for receiving the forwardly extending 
mating portion of the housing therethrough, whereby when the mating portion of the 
complementary connecting device is inserted into the cavity through the front opening in 
the shell, the shutter is slidably pushed rearwardly from a forward position to a rear 
position whereat the mating portion of the housing passes through the passage in the 
shutter for engaging the mating portion of the complementary connecting device. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 10, Kameda discloses spring means 23 for biasing the 
shutter toward its forward position. 

Regarding claims 3 and 1 1 , Kameda discloses said spring means comprises a 
coil spring extending in a direction between the housing and the front opening in the 
shell. 

Regarding claims 4 and 12, Kameda discloses said shutter is elongated, and 
including a pair of said coil springs at opposite ends of the shutter 

Regarding claims 6 and 13, Kameda discloses said shutter includes a rean^/ardly 
extending post 13 projecting into a front end of the coil spring. 

Regarding claim 7, Kameda discloses front-to-rear interengaging guide means 
14 between the shell and the shutter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 14 and15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kameda in view of Yamaguch et al. 6,942,503. 

Kameda discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the shell being 
metal shell having a grounding portion for connection to the printed circuit board. 
However, metal shells are well known in the art as evidenced by Yamaguch et al. 
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Yamaguch et al. discloses a metal shell 14. it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill to modify Kameda by providing a metal shel for grounding as taught by 
Yamaguch et al. a housing mounted in at least a rear portion of the shell and having a 
through hole. AAPA does not disclose a shutter slidably mounted in the internal cavity of 
the shell for movement between a fonA/ard position substantially closing the front 
opening of the cavity and a rear position; and a metal spring for biasing the shutter 
toward its fonA/ard position, the metal spring extending through the through hole in the 
housing and into engagement with the metal shell. 

Regarding claim 15, Kameda discloses the spring is a coil spring extending in a 
front-to-rear direction, with a rear end of the coil spring extending through the through 
hole in the housing and into engagement with a rear portion of the metal shell (as 
modified). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate 
Fridays from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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